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Term Definition Image 

Lens 

The clear plastic or glass part of near vision and prescription 

spectacles, magnifiers and telescopes that people look 

through. 

 

Power 
The lens strength. This determines how much bigger text or 

objects will look. 
 

Presbyopia 

A near vision problem in older adults. People with presbyopia 

have difficulty seeing things that are close. Presbyopia only 

occurs as people reach the age of 40 years or over. 

 

Refractive error 

A change in shape or length of the eyeball resulting in difficulty 

seeing clearly. Different types of refractive error lead to 

different vision problems. This includes myopia, hyperopia, 

presbyopia and astigmatism. These can be corrected with the 

right spectacles, contact lenses, or surgery. 

 

 


