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Term

Definition

Image

App

Short for application. A digital tool used on a smartphone or tablet to
do a specific task.

Body language

How we use our body to communicate, even when we are not aware
of this. Examples include facial expressions and hand gestures.

Cerebral palsy

A group of conditions that affect movement, muscle tone, balance
and posture. Cerebral palsy is a result of damage to the brain before,
during or soon after birth.

Communication
breakdown

When the intended message is not successfully understood during a
conversation. This may be due to a mistake or misunderstanding.

Communication
partner

Anyone who talks or communicates with another person. On TAP this
refers to the person in the conversation who is not using
communication aids.

Conversation
support

A page with phrases that support conversations and assist if there is
a communication breakdown. Examples include “ask me yes/no
questions" or “you have misunderstood”.

Core words

A set of commonly used words shown as symbols that can be
combined to create many different messages.

Delayed speech

A child who has not developed speech. They may have no speech or
use significantly fewer words than a child of a similar age.

A term for several diseases which get worse over time. These affect

expressions

Dementia a person’s thinking, making it harder to plan or remember their daily
activities.
When a person deliberately directs their eyes to be understood by

Eye pointing others. This includes directing their eyes to select an object, picture
or symbol to communicate.

Facial How a person’s face moves or looks to show what they are thinking

or feeling without using words.

A deliberate movement used to communicate a message. Examples

Gesture include head nodding, eye rolling or finger pointing. 3
Laminate To cover and seal paper with a thin layer of plastic making it stronger

and more durable.

A system that is made up of gestures, symbols and words used to
Language

share information.

Model/Modelling

A way to show a person how to use a communication aid with symbol
vocabulary. The communication partner points to the symbol while
saying the most important word or words in the sentence.
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Phrase

A few words that belong together and have meaning. However, they
do not make a full sentence by themselves. For example, ‘under the
table’.

Speech

The sound you make when talking. It includes how clearly you say
words, your voice, and how you pronounce things.

Stroke

Blockage of blood flow in the brain. This can result in one side of
the body becoming weak or paralysed, as well as problems in
speaking, feeling, thinking and seeing.
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