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Term

Definition

Image

App

Short for application. A digital tool used on a smartphone or tablet to
do a specific task.

Cerebral palsy

A group of conditions that affect movement, muscle tone, balance
and posture. Cerebral palsy is a result of damage to the brain before,
during or soon after birth.

Communication
partner

Anyone who talks or communicates with another person. On TAP
this refers to the person in the conversation who is not using
communication aids.

Core vocabulary

A set of pages containing core words, topic words and short phrases
shown as symbols. Core words can be found on the home page.
Combining symbols together creates new sentences and supports
language development.

Core words

A set of commonly used words shown as symbols that can be
combined to create many different messages.

Delayed speech

A child who has not developed speech. They may have no speech or
use significantly fewer words than a child of a similar age.

Dementia

A term for several diseases which get worse over time. These affect
a person’s thinking, making it harder to plan or remember their daily
activities.

Electronic speech

Uses text-to-speech technology to generate spoken words from text.

Facial expressions

How a person’s face moves or looks to show what they are thinking
or feeling without using words.

A set of pages with topic words and phrases shown as symbols.

Foundation These assist everyday communication, such as expressing needs,
vocabulary making choices, and sharing feelings. The symbols are usually used

on their own and are not often combined to form new sentences.

A deliberate movement used to communicate a message. Examples
Gesture . . . ) .

include head nodding, eye rolling or finger pointing.

. A layout where symbols, words or letters are organized into rows and

Grid layout

columns on a page.

A system that is made up of gestures, symbols and words used to
Language

share information.

Model/Modelling

A way to show a person how to use a communication aid with
symbol vocabulary. The communication partner points to the symbol
while saying the most important word or words in the sentence.
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A few words that belong together and have meaning. However,
Phrase they do not make a full sentence by themselves, for example
‘under the table’.

The sound you make when talking. It includes how clearly you say

Speech words, your voice, and how you pronounce things.

Blockage of blood flow in the brain. This can result in one side of the
Stroke body becoming weak or paralysed, as well as problems in speaking,
feeling, thinking and seeing.

A display which can be controlled by touching it with a finger/other

Touchscreen body part or object.
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